Ysgol Rhostyllen

Admissions Policy

Introduction

The Governing Body of Ysgol Rhostyllen applies the regulations on admissions fairly and equally to all those who wish to attend this school. The School Standards and Framework Act 1998 introduced a new framework for school admissions as of September 2000. This policy conforms to the regulations that are set out in that Act and also further explained in the statutory School Admissions Code of Practice and the statutory Appeals Code of Practice.

Aims and Objectives

· We are an inclusive school that welcomes children from all backgrounds and abilities

· The level of ability of a child or any special needs that he/she may have plays no part in the admissions policy of this school

· The only restriction we place on entry is that of capacity. The school’s standard number (i.e the number of pupils per year group the school can accommodate) is 30. 

Applying for Admission to the School 

As Ysgol Rhostyllen is a community school, the Local Authority determines admission procedures. The Local Authority is therefore the ‘Admissions Authority’ for the school and publishes a prospectus each year, which gives information about how parents can apply for a place at the school of their choice. Parents have a right to express a preference for the school of their choice and can do so by completing an application form. Expressing a preference does not, in itself, guarantee a place at this school. Application forms are processed by the Local Authority, who then notify parents of the school place allocated to their child.

Admission to Nursery: Children enter school for the first time in the academic year after their third birthday. They are allocated non-statutory part time sessions which equate to half that allocated to the rest of the pupils at the school. Applications are made by February of the year the child is due to start in September and parents are informed by May.
Admission to Reception: Children are admitted for statutory full time education in the academic year after their fourth birthday. Applications are made by November of the year the child is due to start in September and parents are informed by April.  
Admissions other than at the Foundation Phase stages (i.e Nursery/ Reception) are determined by the LA through liaison with the school.

Transfer to Secondary School

The application process for a place at Secondary School for Year 6 pupils begins in the Autumn Term. These need to be submitted stating preference of Secondary School by October. Parents are informed by the Local Authority if their application for the Secondary School of their choice has been successful in March.

Over Subscription Criteria

Where more parents have expressed a preference for a school in a particular year than there is room, the over-subscription criteria will be applied in the following rank order:

1. Looked After Children, or previously looked after children.

2. Children who have exceptional medical, or educational needs which in the opinion of the Admissions Authority justify admission to a particular school. 

3. Children for whom the preferred school is the nearest suitable school to the pupil’s home address, giving higher priority to pupils who also meet criteria (4) below.
4. Children who have a sibling attending the school at the date of their admission. 
5. Other children for whom criteria 1-4 above do not apply. If there are more applications than places, the places will be allocated in distance order with those living nearest to the school receiving priority. 
Appeals  

If a child is not allocated a place at the school it is usually determined by the fact that the school has reached its standard number of pupils in that year group and to exceed the standard number would have a detrimental effect on the quality of the education of the pupils already allocated a place.

If parents/carers wish to appeal against a decision not to admit, they can do so by applying to the Local Authority. An independent panel then meets to consider all appeals. An appeals panel’s decision is binding for all parties concerned. If the appeals panel decides that we should admit a child to our school, then we will accept this. Details of appeal arrangements are set out in the Code of Practice on School Admission Appeals. 
Evaluation
The Governing Body will review the Admissions Policy annually and if considered necessary, amend it.
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