Ysgol Rhostyllen

Charging and Remissions Policy

Introduction

The purpose of this policy is to set out what charges can and cannot be made for 

activities at Ysgol Rhostyllen. The policy has been drawn up in accordance with sections 449-462 of The Education Act 1996 which sets out the law regarding what charges can and cannot be made for activities in schools maintained by local authorities.

Education in School

No charge will be made for:

· Education provided wholly or mainly during school hours, which is part of the

      revised curriculum or the Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education

· The supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment.

· Music tuition to individual or small groups of pupils.

Voluntary Contributions

When organising school trips or visits, which enhance the curriculum, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip. All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes ahead it may include pupils whose parents have not paid any contribution.  

If a parent wishes their child to participate in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, we still allow the child to participate fully in that activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support visits. Requests for voluntary contributions will not include any element of subsidy for other pupils wishing to participate in the activity whose parents/carers are unwilling or unable to pay the costs.

The following list is an example of additional activities which may be organised by the school and which may require voluntary contributions from parents.

· Visits to museums/theatres

· Some sporting activities  

· Visitors to the school such as Storytellers/Theatre Companies/Musicians

Residential Visits

The school makes parents aware of the possibility of claiming remission from the Local Authority for the costs incurred through residential visits. Parents/Carers who can provide evidence of being in receipt of the following will be exempt from paying the cost of board and lodging on a residential visit (transport costs to and from venues will be charged for)

· Income Support

· Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance
In receipt of any other benefit or allowance, or entitled to any tax credit under the Tax Credits Act 2002 or element of such a tax credit, as may be prescribed by regulations from time to time for any period wholly or partly comprised in the time spent on the visit. Currently the following apply:
· Immigration and Asylum Seeker’s Allowance
· Child Tax Credit, providing Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income does not exceed HMRC’s set limit (i.e. children who are eligible to receive free school meals) 
· Income related employment and support allowance

· Working tax credit ‘run-on’ (the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for working tax credit)
· Pension Credit
· Universal Credit
Extra-Curricular Activities

The school offers a variety of extra curricular activities including football, netball and choir. We do not charge for these.
Evaluation 

The Governing Body will review the Charging Policy every three years and if considered necessary, amend it.
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